The two-faced NF-kappaB in the skin.
The role of the transcription factor NF-kappa B, particularly its coupling to inflammation and cancer, has generated considerable interest in recent years. NF-kappa B in the skin is crucial for morphogenesis and homeostasis. Perturbations in its activity are linked to developmental skin defects, inflammatory skin disease, and skin cancer. However, the most striking aspect of NF-kappa B function in the skin is its two-faced behavior--both activation and inhibition of the pathway causes inflammation. In this review, we focus on the role of NF-kappa B in the skin and summarize the current knowledge in the field arising from animal models as well as human disease studies.